Technology Applications
Used by Students

4th Grade Science Class
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I have several links on my class website that enables students to appropriately use personally owned devices for research, enrichment, tutorial, and learning all areas of science.

http://www.anderson.kyschools.us/JaneThompson.aspx
All links on my website are checked by me frequently to ensure student safety while working under the Green Card.  Students can access my website using QR scanner if they have that app, Google, or Safari.
Social Networking

Students in my class use Edmodo – a social learning platform for teachers, student, and parents.  This is essentially a Facebook of schools.  This is a safe and easy way for my students to connect and collaborate in order to share content learning, ask thought provoking questions, share photos related to current topics of study, complete assigned tasks, and encourage one another in an appropriate manner as they progress through 4th grade science.

This application is free to teachers when you sign up using a school email.  You can also download the app for your iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad.  You can find the app at the iTunes App Store.
http://www.edmodo.com
Pitfalls to allowing students to Bring Own Devices
Security – While students are responsible for keeping up with the devices, there is also a great amount of responsibility placed on the teacher.  There are times when students are using their devices in class and the class has to leave the room for a variety of reasons – lunch, recess, enrichment, and assemblies.  I lock my classroom door and highly encourage other team teachers to do the same when we all leave for these events.  Fire and tornado drills are the exception due to the circumstances.
Parents/Family members – some parents/family members assume that our BYOD policy means they can call, text, or email their child throughout the day and expect their child to respond.  We handle each incident on a case by case basis.

Texting in the Hallway during class switches or movement to other events, including coming to and leaving class from/for home – We do not allow the use of devices in any area outside of regularly scheduled instructional times.  We handle each incident on a case by case basis.

Borrowing devices – This falls under our overall school policy of no selling, purchasing, bartering, or borrowing items from others.

Other pitfalls – This is a learning curve for students who live in a society whereby adults are attached to devices and/or students reside in households without proper guidance.  It takes lots of time to teach proper procedures for academic use of devices that are generally used for only entertainment purposes at home, in the car, and even in Church.

· The card was red/yellow, but I just wanted/needed to do…- 

· Going to sites or areas unapproved by the teacher, such as YouTube.

· I was just checking to see if it was on/off/charged for the next class.

· It just fell out of my binder/desk, and I was just checking to see if it still worked.

· My mom/dad/whoever said it was okay if I did this when I was finished with my work.

· The sub let me do it yesterday.

· Etc.

Pictures and videos of students implementing the BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Policy in my 4th grade science classroom. (On PP)
Apps – These Apps are found at the iTunes App Store.  Students will locate the names for you for Kindle and other tablets.
Dictionary

[image: image36.jpg]



Leaf Snap
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Trees Pro HD
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ID Weeds
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Ecosystems HD
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Life Cycles
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Peterson
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Owl Pellets
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Solar System
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Solar Walk
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Star Walk
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Sun Scale
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Sunrise and Fall

www.lunsgard.com
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NASA

[image: image14.png]




Moon Globe
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US Weather
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NOAA Now
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Beaufort Scale
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Rock Mineral
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The Rock Cycle
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Earth
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Walk a Volcano
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Tremor Tracker
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iQuake Lite
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Earth Science
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Science 360
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Science Facts
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Sci Fri
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Lab Timer
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Science House
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Weird But True

[image: image30.png]NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC





Clean Energy
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Simple Machines
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Magnets
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Physical Science
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